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Prabhupäda: …just like you are also following the instructions, spiritual
instructions. So we see those disciples who observe these four regulative
principles, they become [indistinct] according to the advice from the
brähmaëas. It is very good, yad yad äcarati çreñöhas [Bg 3.21]. 

[Whatever action is performed by a great man, common men follow in his
footsteps. And whatever standards he sets by exemplary acts, all the world
pursues.]

If the leaders of the society accept something, then the followers, they also
accept. So that brainwork must be there. Just like in the whole body, the brain
is the most important part. If one of your arms is cut off, you do not die; but if
the head is cut off, you will die. So the brähmaëa community of the society
must be maintained; otherwise who will guide? Without brain, who will guide
the arms and the legs and the head? 

So at the present moment that is lacking. The brain society is practically nil,
and they are not eager to establish or to educate a section of people to become
perfect brähmaëas. There is no such arrangement. There is engineering
college, medical college—so many different departments are there, educational
institutions—but there is no institution throughout the whole world how to
train a class of men to become perfect brähmaëas, or intelligent class. That is
this Kåñëa consciousness movement. We are just trying to set up a section of
the people to become very, very intelligent. And who is very, very intelligent?
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One who knows God. He is intelligent. That is the end of knowledge. As any
educational program it has got an end, so we are getting knowledge in so many
ways, but end of knowledge is to know God. That is called Vedänta. Vedä
means “knowledge”; anta means “end.” Yasmin vijïäte sarvam idaà vijïätaà
bhavati [Muëòaka Upaniñad 1.3]. 

[If one can understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the controller
of all controllers, one can understand everything else.]

That is the end of knowledge. Simply by knowing God, you know everything. 

So that knowledge is lacking and being covered. So we are trying to give this
knowledge to human society. Anyone helps this movement, he also becomes
recognized by God. [indistinct aside to devotee about light] Therefore they
have got Vedic process. Brain must be maintained. Just like if somebody is
coming to attack you, you first of all try to protect your brain, head. Is it not?
And his hands, not his legs. So the brähmaëa, kñatriya. Brähmaëa is the brain,
and the hands are the kñatriyas. The brähmaëa, kñatriya, and everyone is
maintained by food, digestion—that is belly. Unless you digest nicely, then the
brain will not act, and legs…, hands will not act. 

Devotee: And then the legs, çüdras?

Prabhupäda: All of them required. They have got different functions. That is
scientific division of human society. Somebody must work as brain, somebody
works as hand, somebody works as belly, and somebody must work as legs. That
is complete body. So other things are taken care of, but the government, the
[indistinct], they are neglectful about this brain, brähmaëa. That is the defect
of modern civilization. Therefore the human society is in more or less chaotic
condition. There are so many educated leaders, so many universities, but still
the society is not working. They are trying to adjust things in the United
Nations. That is also not doing, because there is no brain, no brähmaëa. That is
a fact. They do not know how to act. Everybody is whimsically saying
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something: “I think,” “I believe.” “You believe,” “I believe,” “He believes.”
Everyone believes. Who we should accept? What is the standard? From the
present civilization everyone is coming forward: “I believe.” You believe; I also
believe. You don’t accept my belief; I don’t accept your belief. Finished. Whole
adjustment is wrong. So there must be standard belief. If everyone puts forward
his own belief, then which one will be the standard? So we are taking the
Kåñëa’s instructions as standard. And that is the fact. There must be
something standard. In the society, in such condition that “I believe,” “You
believe,” “He believes,” what is the standard? 

Devotee: Chaos.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is the present condition. They are manufacturing their
own ideas. They cannot accept the standard idea. If the whole human society
in the United Nations passes a resolution that “The standard ideas advocated
by the Kåñëa consciousness movement we shall accept,” immediately all
problems solved. That is a fact.

Devotee: Prabhupäda, we have very strict standards. There is no second
chance. We have a no smoking, no drinking, no drugs or anything. Just one
offence, they are released for a lifetime—they can never return. So it’s a very
strict standard. We are the only corporate structure in North America. We
have a very intelligent lawyer to put it into corporate rules, because sometimes
people say that it is taking away their freedom of choice. After working hours
you can have it legally on your papers that they cannot drink while working,
but we have it even while on off-hours. Our people work pretty hard. 

One question I wanted to ask you—I talked to Guru däsa about it quite a
bit—was as far as chanting rounds were concerned. Our people do work often
sixteen, seventeen, eighteen hours a day, because we want to make this thing
work. And sometimes we find that sixteen rounds, they don’t do any, because
in the end, it is not possible; they just don’t have time, because of the work. Is
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there some kind of standard that we could set that would be…

Prabhupäda: General regulation is, suppose today you could not complete
sixteen rounds—say you have completed twelve rounds—so the next day you
complete four rounds. That means twenty rounds. Next day regular sixteen
rounds, plus yesterday’s. That is the rule. Anyway, something is better than
nothing. [laughter] But the rule, regulation is, just like the Gosvämés, they, if
they missed chanting rounds, they would not sleep, completely. That is vow,
dåòha-vrata. In Sanskrit it is called dåòha-vrata. That makes very strong
spiritual strength. 

Devotee: Part of the problem from our point is that we hide our bead bags,
because people think we’d be very ridiculous to be carrying a bead bag around.

Prabhupäda: That is [indistinct]. Convince them. They can carry, what is
called? Trans…, transistor. 

Devotee: Transistor radio.

Prabhupäda: Like a log. [laughter] And if you cannot carry it always… So it is
very big social problem.

Devotee: So we have to be careful of our position, because some people they
have told me that, “I would be walking down the street sometime, and we
passed the devotees…”

Prabhupäda: No. You can say that “I have got some defect in my hand. I have
got some defect for chanting. Therefore I have covered it.” [laughter]

Hari Çauri: Sometime I have had people ask me why my hand is bandaged up. 

Devotee (2): This idea of teaching tennis is actually a good platform for
preaching, because the people in America are so eager to learn how to play
tennis. If they can tell all their customers, “Now if you want to play tennis very
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good, you have to follow these four rules; that will help you play tennis.”

Prabhupäda: No, this tennis—not exactly like this—but this ball-throwing, you
see in the Bhägavata, the queens of Kåñëa on the roof, they are playing ball,
throwing ball. That was a form of exercise—of course for the high-class kings
and queens. Ordinary man, he is working all the day; he hasn’t got time to take
to sporting. But queens, they have nothing to work. So on the roof of the
palace they are playing this ball, this kind of tennis. I think that tennis is also
meant for very high-class society, eh?

Devotee (2): Formerly it was just very exclusive. But now it is becoming the
most popular sport in America. 

Devotee: Thirty-seven million people out of two hundred and twenty million
people are now playing tennis. So it is the most popular sport. It is just a
catalyst for media.

Prabhupäda: I have seen in that park.

Devotee: Yes, Rancho Park.

Prabhupäda: Huh?

Devotee: Rancho Park.

Prabhupäda: What it’s called?

Devotee: Yes, where they [indistinct].

Prabhupäda: Early in the morning they are playing tennis.

Devotee: Right. We went for a walk one time, when I went out on a walk with
you, and we were passing by the tennis courts, and all my friends were
coaching friends, so I kind of hid in the middle of the group, because they
would think I was a little bit crazy to be a devotee. And so I’ve had a lot of
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disguise. We are just using tennis as a medium. If the company fails tomorrow,
then we know that we will always go straight to the temple. But right now it is a
tremendous opportunity for us, because they become attracted to us, because
we don’t have shaved heads, because we aren’t carrying bead bags externally.
So they like us, and they become our friends.

Prabhupäda: In the [indistinct], yena tena prakäreëa mana kåñëe niveçayet:
somehow or other draw the attention to Kåñëa. So if the tennis player
somehow or other comes to chant Hare Kåñëa, he gets [indistinct]. Not that
one has to live in the temple. Somehow or the other, if he chants Kåñëa’s name,
he’s a devotee. Yena tena prakäreëa mana kåñëe niveçayet. There is a verse.
Somehow or other if somebody comes to the light, he takes, he sees sense—like
that. So this is Kåñëa consciousness. Somehow or the other be conscious of
Kåñëa. In the Bhagavad-gétä it is said, man-manä bhava mad-bhakto [Bg 18.65]. 

[Always think of Me and become My devotee. Worship Me and offer your
homage unto Me. Thus you will come to Me without fail. I promise you this
because you are My very dear friend.]

Man-manä means “think of Me.” In another place,

yoginäm api sarveñäà
mad-gatenäntar-ätmanä

çraddhävän bhajate yo mäà 
[Bg 6.47]

[And of all yogés, he who always abides in Me with great faith, worshiping
Me in transcendental loving service, is most intimately united with Me in yoga
and is the highest of all.]

“Of all yogis, one who is thinking particularly of Me [indistinct] is considered
the best.” So somehow or the other if people are educated to think of Kåñëa,
that will be a great benefit in his life. Simply thinking. Other things you may
do or may not do, but thinking of Kåñëa is very, very important. That is
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education, first-class education. Somehow or other. 

So thinking of Kåñëa means he is becoming purified. Material life is impure.
Due to our impurity, we are attached to this material body. So the more you
purify, then you come to your spiritual body. And when you are completely
purified, no more restriction. No more [indistinct]. The example given is the
iron rod. You put it in the fire so it becomes warmer; gradually it becomes
red-hot. When it is red-hot it is no more iron rod; it is fire. Is it not? So if you
always think of Kåñëa, then you become gradually spiritualized, and then
perfected in your spiritual life. You don’t have any more the material body in
this life, and next life there is no restraint, simply [indistinct].

Material body is the source of all tribulation. We have got suffering and
so-called enjoyment of life. This is due to this body. So as soon as we accept this
material body, the material sufferings must be there. The chief material
suffering is death. You have no [indistinct]. Birth, death, old age,
disease—these are the highest, topmost material sufferings. Nobody wants to
die, but death is come upon you. Nobody wants to take birth, but there is
[indistinct]. Nobody wants old age, but there is [indistinct]. Nobody wants
disease, but there is suffering. So either you live in America or in India or in
heaven or hell, these material sufferings accompany you. But you do not want
them. You are all sportsmen, young men, but you cannot expect that that there
will be no old age, [indistinct] sportsman [indistinct] you cannot be [indistinct].
There are so many young men, they are running in the morning, but if I run
like that a few steps… [laughter] [laughs] So even I want it, I cannot do it,
because I am old man. But this is compulsory. Because nobody wants to become
old man and suffer. The science continues. They are defying God. So-called
scientists say there is no need of God; you can solve all problems by science. Is
it possible? But you cannot solve these four unwanted things—birth, death, old
age and disease. It is impossible to check it. The devas, they are [indistinct];
they control. That is the proof of existence. They deny the existence of God:
“God is dead,” “There is no God,” “There is no need of God.” But God is there.
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Simply worship. You are small. God will come at death, and everything will be
taken away. 

That is mentioned in the Bhagavad-gétä: måtyuù sarva-haraç cäham [Bg 10.34]. 

[I am all-devouring death, and I am the generator of all things yet to be.
Among women I am fame, fortune, speech, memory, intelligence, faithfulness
and patience.]

“I come as death to take away all his assets, his health, his money, his assets, his
education—everything.” Sarva-haraç. Sarva-haraç means “taking away.”
Therefore His name is Hari. Hari means “who can take away everything.” So
He takes away of the atheists all his possessions, and He takes away all
discomforts of the devotees. Therefore His name is Hari; He takes away. He
takes away of the nondevotees all his so-called possessions, of which he is very,
very proud; and He takes away all the troubles of the devotee. This is going on.
The devotee becomes very, very happy when all his material conditions are
taken away by Kåñëa: [indistinct] no more birth, death, old age and disease. He
takes away all the disadvantages. And for the materialistic person, he is
thinking, “All these my possessions: my wife, my children, my house, my
nation, my position, my bank balance and so on, so on, so on.” He takes away.
Forcefully it is taken away. 

dehäpatya-kalaträdiñv
ätma-sainyeñv asatsv api

teñäà pramatto nidhanaà
paçyann api na paçyati

[SB 2.1.4]

[Persons devoid of ätma-tattva do not inquire into the problems of life,
being too attached to the fallible soldiers like the body, children and wife.
Although sufficiently experienced, they still do not see their inevitable
destruction.]
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We are thinking, “My strong body,”deha, “my good children—very qualified,
educated, well placed,”dehäpatya; kalatra, “my good wife, faithful wife—very
pleasing, enchanting.”Dehäpatya-kalaträdiñu. This is a struggle for existence,
and we take these things as our soldiers. Just like a king fights with his soldiers,
similarly, we fight, struggle for existence, that we have got a very comfortable
home. We think that we are secured, but we are not secure. All these soldiers
will be finished. 

teñäà pramatto nidhanaà
paçyann api na paçyati

[SB 2.1.4]

He is a madman. He is thinking that his things will be safe. They will be
finished with you—everyone. Then another chapter begins. From your good
work in this life you can remain as a statue in the park. [laughter] You have to
accept another body. [indistinct] again. 

[pause] So in your job, do you read our books sometimes?

Devotee: Oh, more than sometimes. When we travel, I tell them… Because we
have to deal with the so-called karmi world on our…, I tell all of our
professionals to do as much as they can, like they should always sleep with the
bead bag in our hand, so that if you wake up at night we can chant ourselves
back to sleep. And always read a book on Kåñëa before you got to sleep, because
our mind becomes agitated occasionally because of the dealings with the karmi
world. So we have to do as much as we can to checkpoint any problems that
may exist, so…

Prabhupäda: Yes, the whole science of reading from the book, the situation is
that you can dream of it. That is very good.

Devotee: A couple of us are like life members. And every... Most of the
sincere… Only the intimate people within our organization really know about
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Kåñëa consciousness. They… We talk about karma, and whenever anyone falls
down on the court and gets hurt, I tell them, “Don’t worry, because you are not
your body.” And gradually, gradually it’s starting to... You can see how they
react, and if they react positively, then we introduce Kåñëa consciousness to
them. But if they are not, then we just, we don’t…, we leave them.

Prabhupäda: By these activities you become recognized very nicely by Kåñëa.
Kåñëa says, 

na ca tasmän manuñyeñu
kaçcin me priya-kåttamaù

[Bg 18.69]

[There is no servant in this world more dear to Me than he, nor will there
ever be one more dear.]

Anyone who does like this, he becomes very, very dear to Kåñëa. That is our
business, how to become dear to Kåñëa. If Kåñëa says only, “Yes, you are all
right,” then your life is a success. Recognization by Kåñëa! That is the success
for us. This whole movement is how to be recognized by Kåñëa. Only Kåñëa has
to confirm, “Yes, you’re doing [indistinct].” That is our aim; that is our
ambition—how Kåñëa will recognize our service. And once recognized, then
your life becomes successful. But He recognizes even slight service to Him. He
is so kind. There are so many histories where He recognizes even slight service,
insignificant[?]. That is stated in Bhagavad-gétä,

sv-alpam apy asya dharmasya
träyate mahato bhayät

[Bg 2.40]

[In this endeavor there is no loss or diminution, and a little advancement on
this path can protect one from the most dangerous type of fear.]
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Even slight service can save him from the greatest danger. 

So try to do some service for Kåñëa, and you can say you are recognized. My
Guru Mahäräja used to say that we should not be very much anxious to see
Kåñëa, but we should work in such a way that Kåñëa will see us. We should not
try to see Kåñëa. Many people are very anxious to see God. They say, “Can you
show me God?” That is not the question of devotees. Devotees will say, “I may
see or not see God, but if I can give Him service, then He will see me.” Why
shall I call God to see me, unnecessarily giving Him trouble? He is busy in so
many ways, so why shall I divert His attention to see me? No. That is not what
we do. Kåñëa is giving me chance to serve Him, so let me serve Him sincerely,
so that He will see me. He has His eyes everywhere, His hands, legs,
everywhere. So if we do some service for Kåñëa, He will see you, personally
[indistinct]. Dadämi buddhi-yogaà taà [Bg 10.10]. 

[To those who are constantly devoted and worship Me with love, I give the
understanding by which they can come to Me.]

He will give intelligence how to come to Him. He is all-pervading; everywhere
He is present. And you can see Him also everywhere, if you develop such love
for Him.

premäïjana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena
santaù sadaiva hådayeñu vilokayanti

[Bs 5.38]

[I worship Govinda, the primeval Lord, who is Çyämasundara, Kåñëa Himself
with inconceivable innumerable attributes, whom the pure devotees see in
their heart of hearts with the eye of devotion tinged with the salve of love.]

So, give them some prasädam.

Devotee: Thank you very much. [break]



12

Devotee (3): In all of our decisions, when we have a meeting, if we don’t know
what to decide, we always say, “What would Prabhupäda think,” or “What
would Kåñëa think?” And that’s sometimes a... [indistinct] [break] [end]


